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for a policy of caution. The Russians, in other words, were
willing to play Nasser's game upto a point where political gains
seemed possible; but when the risks became too high and with
the Arab defeat undeniable,71 they cut their losses and tried
to make the best of a bad situation.
aftermath of ceasefire
After the cease-fire, the Russians were faced with the awkward
task of recovering on the diplomatic front what Nasser had
lost on the battlefield. Though Nasser had failed to drag the
Soviet Union militarily into the conflict, he succeeded in creat-
ing the impression that the whole Arab world had been let
down by the men in the Kremlin.72 Since this was damaging
to the Soviet interest in the Arab world, the Soviet Premier
Kosygin tried desperately to remove that impression, after fight-
ing had stopped, through a series of diplomatic moves.73 In the
U.N. Security Council, Russia concentrated her efforts on bring-
ing about a condemnation of Israel and a withdrawal of her
forces to behind the armistice lines. But she failed to secure
the approval of the Security Council to her resolution. After
this, she intensified her efforts on behalf of the Arabs both in-
side as well as outside the U.N. in order to offset the growing
Arab discontent which stemmed from what the Arabs consi-
~* The Egyptian Army and Airforce, in spite of receiving Soviet equip-
ment and training on a massive scale for 10 years, demonstrated to
Russia's dismay that they were no better able to fight the Israelis than
they had been in 1956.
72 The Arab defeat was more a blow to Soviet prestige than a lethal
strike at their position in the Middle East. For the Russians, Nasser's
defeat was no loss of a vital interest; their position was damaged, but not
irreparably, and what was lost could be quickly recouped. The World
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